SECTION   D
THE RATE or CHEMICAL CHANGE
CHAPTER XXII
THE PROGRESS OF CHEMICAL CHANGES
WE have so far taken a wide view of chemical
change as a phenomenon which occurs when
certain substances are brought together and
treated in a definite way. The products of a
number of reactions have been studied, together
with the means used to carry out the reactions.
We will now consider certain factors which
affect the course of reactions in general.
There is undoubtedly some force which
causes substances to combine together, a$d in
many cases the more opposite the characters of
the substances the more eagerly they appear to
react. This force does not operate until the
substances are in actual contact, so that it is
quite different either from the force of gravita-
tion, which causes bodies to move towards the
centre of the earth, or from the attracting force
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